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Collaboration
The word collaboration comes from 
“co-labor” = to work together.

•Collaboration is a style of interaction 
between at least two co-equal parties 
voluntarily engaged in shared decision 
making as they work toward a
common goal (Cook & Friend, 1995).



Co-teaching
The most common goal for teachers is to 
boost student achievement.

One model for collaboration is 
co-teaching.
L. Cook and M. Friend, “Co-teachings guidelines for creating effective practices,” Focus on Exceptional 
Children
28, no. 3, 1995: 1-16.



Co-teaching models



Our goal is to meet the needs of all students
 • Students are instructed using a variety of 

methods. 

• Flexible Grouping

• Individualized Instruction           

• Small and large group instruction 



Role of Special Educator 
as the  Strategy Leader

“Having the special educator assume the role of strategy 

leader provides a clear role and purpose for co-teaching, adds 

an evidence-based practice to classroom instruction, and may 

help students with disabilities more efficiently meet goals on 

their individualized education program. (Conderman, G., & 

Hedin, L. 2011).



Some students need a smaller group setting to 
achieve academic success. 

Thus, a resource room with a smaller teacher to 
student ratio may be more beneficial for certain 
students.  Additionally, some students may need 
alternate curriculum that is more appropriate for 
their academic level/cognitive ability.

placement 



Placement
 

A special education student gets placed in a co- 
taught classroom based on their individual needs. 
It is an IEP decision by the IEP team to determine 
the appropriate placement.  



Co-teaching benefits
 

● Students are able to participate in 
general education with their typical 
peers

● Work with students at their level
●  Work through core curriculum with 

additional supports and modifications.



Co-teaching benefits 
● Reduces the stigma for students with disabilities and 

learning difficulties.
● Increases support for teachers and related service 

personnel.
● Teachers working together feel less isolated and grow 

from collaborating with another professional (Cook & 
Friend,1995).

● Most importantly, co-teaching utilizes the unique
perspectives of general and special educators who share
their strengths to create teaching approaches that could not 
occur if only one teacher were present.



Benefits for students without disabilities
 

● Increased teacher time and assistance for such 
activities as student monitoring, individual assistance, 
student conferences.

●  Providing enrichment activities or re-teaching, and 
guided practice activities.

● Possibility that high achieving students can get 
individualized attention and enrichment

K. Magiera and N. Zigmond N., “Co-Teaching in Middle School Classrooms under Routine Conditions: Does 
the Instructional Experience Differ for Students with Disabilities in Co-Taught and Solo-Taught Classes,” 
Learning Disabilities Research and Practice 20, no. 2, 2005: 79-85.


